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which in Pali characters do not look unlike the repre-
sentatives of Jagannatha and his companions.

The images are renewed from time to time, as the
old ones become unfit for further duty. The best time
for doing this work is when the month of Asadha
becomes an intercallary one; but, as it is believed that
the king in whose reign the change is made dies soon
after, there is not much inducement for any one to
make it. When this renewal takes place, the relic is
taken from the old ones and put into the new, the old
ones then being solemnly buried. A great mystery
attaches to this relic. The priests refused to tell Dr.
Mittra what it was ; and there is every reason to believe
that it is a Buddhist remain. When hard pressed by
rich pilgrims, the priests do not like to refuse to say,
so give various stories to quiet the importunity of the
questioner. Some say it is a part of the original image,
the wood of which came floating in from the sea ; others
that it is a bone of Krishna. A Hindu clerk at Cuttack,
in a history of Puri, declares that " a boy from a potter's
family is selected to take out from the breast of the old
idol a small box of quicksilver, said to be the spirit,
which he conveys inside the new." The boy who
renders this service dies within the year.

These images are placed on a platform, four feet high
and sixteen feet long. They are not moved except at
the great festivals. Their dresses are changed frequently,
and the transformation is so great that they look like
different objects at different times of the day. Amongst
others is one called Buddhavesa, the garb of Buddha,
an incidental proof of the identity of this worship with
Buddhism. On certain days the image is dressed in
boys' clothes to represent incidents in the life of Krishna.
When robed in this fashion, a rope is tied round his